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FORM NO. Η2020-4


	HORIZON 2020 PARTNER SEARCH FORM


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
I am a Coordinator in a Project Proposal looking for Partners
x FORMCHECKBOX 
 
I am a Partner in a Project Proposal looking for Partners

	Contact Details

	Contact person
	     

	Title
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dr  x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prof

	Position in the Organisation
	     Professor

	Organisation
	     University of Cyprus

	Type of Organisation
	     higher education

	Address
	     Kallipoleos 75

	Postcode/City
	     CY-1678 Nicosia

	Country
	     Cyprus

	Tel.
	     +357-22-893951
	Fax+357-22-895040
	     

	Email
	     m.strohmeier@ucy.ac.cy

	Web address
	     www.ucy.ac.cy

	Short Profile of the Organisation, the Coordinator and Other Personnel to be Involved (max 500 words)

     UCY was established in 1989. It has six faculties and 18 departments. Number of students is around 8.000. It is located in Nicosia.
Martin Strohmeier is Professor of Turkish and Middle Eastern Studies. His main areas of research are the history of the modern Middle East, the late Ottoman Empire and modern Turkey. He is especially interested in the Kurds. He has published four books and numerous articles. 

He is looking for partner institutions for a research project on sponges in the context of HORIZON 2020 : Cultural heritage of European coastal and maritime regions, CULT-COOP-07-2017


	Project Information

	Deadline for Responses: none


	Topics Covered:       ”Sponges: a maritime cultural heritage”. 
Nature, distribution, fishing, processing, commerce, uses, environmental and cultural aspects of sponges. Related disciplines: biology, zoology, marine sciences, history, archaeology, cultural anthropology, classical philology



	Type of Action:

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research and Innovation Actions
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Innovation Actions 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coordination and Support Actions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions (ITN, IF, RISE, COFUND)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ERC Grant Schemes (Starting; Consolidator; Advanced Grants; Proof of Concept Grant; Synergy Grant) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fast Track to Innovation Pilot

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SME Instrument

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support to Pre-Commercial Procurement (PCP)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public Procurement of Innovative Solutions (PPI)   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Co-Fund Actions     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Inducement Prizes     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dedicated loan and equity instrument 



	Project Idea Description (brief description of project idea – maximum 500 words) :
     In the context of the “Horizon 2020: Europe in a changing world-inclusive, innovative and reflective Societies” programme/Topic: “Cultural heritage of European coastal and maritime regions” (CULT-COOP-07-2017, deadline 2 February 2017) we propose to carry out a research project on: 

Sponges: a maritime cultural heritage

In response to the “specific challenges” mentioned in the topic description, the project will focus on the nature, distribution, fishing , processing, commerce and uses as well as environmental and cultural aspects of sponges.    

Sponges are found worldwide, although it is only in the Mediterranean that they have been harvested for thousands of years. Until the mid-18th century sponges were thought  to be plants and not animals which they are. The life span of sponges is a few years, although there are some species which may live for one or two hundred years.   Sponge-diving  has been known since time immemorial; sponges are gathered like plants. They have been used by humans for many purposes, e.g. as cleaning tools, padding for helmets, applicators for paints, and as contraceptives. The fishing of and trade with sponges constituted a major economic activity in many parts of the Mediterranean, particularly in the Dodecanese islands. There may have been sponge divers elsewhere in the Mediterranean, but only in the Aegean islands did sponge diving and –fishing reach a considerable scale in terms of the numbers of people employed. 
There are many socio-economic, socio-cultural, scientific, technological and environmental issues regarding sponges which correspond to the „topic description“ in the call. Possible topics include, but are not limited to: 

· a survey of sponge distribution in the Mediterranean, especially in the context of the decimation of sponge populations due to diseases in the 1990s; the impact of pollution (related disciplines: biology, zoology, marine sciences) 

· an inquiry into the recently revived interest in natural sponges (the introduction of synthetic sponges in the 1950s had diminished the interest in natural sponges) (related disciplines: culture studies, market research, behavioural sciences)

· a database of sources (texts, illustrations) dealing with sponges from antiquity to modern times and their examination (disciplines: history, classical philology, archaeology)

· an analysis of sponge-fishing communities in the Mediterranean, particularly in the Dodecanese, their economies and cultures (cultural/social anthropology, history)

· an investigation into aspects of shipping which are related to sponges (building of specific ships, navigation) 

· a study of sponge-diving and its physiological and technological aspects

· an exploration of ways and means to protect and display the „sponge heritage“ in museums in the context of education and tourism      

Sponges can be regarded as a symbol of maritime Mediterranean culture. This project proposes to harness all relevant disciplines in order to give long overdue attention the complexity of sponges.  

     
     
Key words :

     
Maritime heritage, Mediterranean, sponges,      


	Other Partners in the Consortium already identified :
     


	Previous experience as a Coordinator in RTD projects     x FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  no           
                                       or Partner in RTD projects            FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
  no

If yes, in which projects?

Religious Identities of Turkish-Cypriots, Marie Curie-Action, 2011-2013



	Target Partner Sought

	Target Partner Organisation type : 


	x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher Education / University
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Industry / SME

	x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Institution
	x FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Organisations

	x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public or Governmental Body
	x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual Partner

	x FORMCHECKBOX 
 NGOs / Voluntary Civil Society Organisations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify)      

	

	Target Partner Country :

	x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Any Country
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member State or Associated Country

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Third Country
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International Cooperation Country ICPC

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific Country      
	

	

	Expertise required (key words) :

     
     
     


	Role of Partner / Potential Contribution to the project :
x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research
              x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Innovation                                      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prototype/ Model development      

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 IPR Know-How          x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dissemination and Outreach         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Capacity Building    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hosting/Sending Secondments                                          

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Networking



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      


	Date:       May 5, 2016


	Collection and processing of personal data is carried out according to the Processing of Personal Data (Protection of the Individual) Law of 2001 and RPF’s Regulation on Collection, Processing and Use of Personal Data.RPF’s regulation is posted on RPF’s website.




Please fill in the form and return it to the National Contact Point in charge. For a full list of National Contact Points visit our website http://www.research.org.cy/EL/index.html
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